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Wireless Broadband Internet technology is desperately needed in our highly forested Rocky Mountain region. Many 
of the areas needing this service are in the Roosevelt National Forest and Rocky Mountain Wilderness. &km 
paranoid about the threat of fire in these areas. This technology will he used for Voice over IP, Video over IP, and 
high speed internet access for emergency response teams. Broadband over Power Lines (BPL) is not feasible io these 
remote areas. 

Video cameras will be installed in remote sponer and isolated locations throughout the Rocky Mountains. These 
cameras 4 1  be networked to provide instant public and fire department access. This service alone could have 
provided sufficienr timely warning for responders IO snuff O U L  the Crystal Rock fir, last month :hat wiped aut almost 
9000 acres of vegetation, and would have been suitable for the even bigger Bobcat fire of 2002. 

Voice over IP (VOIP) will be used in concert with cellular phone (if service is available in the area) such that the fire 
marshal can take his laptop to the field command center and track progress of fire issues on his computer while 
communicating at high levels of efficiency with his staff. If cellular service is not available, VOIP will he the only 
means of verbal communication available and critical to the need. 

High speed Internet Service will be used by the fire marshal and all his spotters. They will need instant access to data 
as it comes streaming in from all the locations monitoring real-time progress of the fire, while still keeping awareness 
ofpotential new fires. 

What regulatory approaches should FCC implement? 
Freauencv allocation for this critical service should be based on nationwide priority of service, not whether it is "first . ,  
come first served". iEEE standard 802.16 will he coordinated with the WiFi 802.il unlicensed service, such that each 
site can he networked with a wireless LAN on an "as-needed" basis. 

Emergency response services have deferred any plans for enhancing productivity using advanced communication 
technology until now. Discussions have started in support for the IEEE 802.16 protocol for achieving these goals. 

Please consider implementing IEEE standard 802.16 as soon as is practical 

Peter H. Grillo 
Sponer for the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department, Larimer County, Colorado 
501 County Road 41 
Bellwe, Colorado 80512 
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